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ECCs overview
ECCs are innovative tools designed to empower communities and 
individuals in the pursuit of sustainable energy practices.

22.9.20232

UNAWARE AWARE INVOLVED ADVOCATEACTIVE



ECCs: genesis of the instrument
• ECCs evolve from centuries-old social contracts (Locke, Hobbes, 

and Rousseau), historical (UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol, Paris 
Agreement) and recent climate initiatives (PACT, European 
Energy Award, CoM, Mission’s CCC) to empower communities, 
address climate change, and promote sustainable practices.
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ECCs: genesis of the instrument
ECCs answer to specific needs:

• To give the opportunity for bottom-up initiatives to be better 
defined in coordination with other policy-level initiatives

• To involve more deeply citizens in an organized way with local 
stakeholders

• To provide a transparent and reliable framework to 
people willing to become energy citizen

• To embed the principles of fair and just energy citizenship in 
practice-based initiatives
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ECCs: main objectives The primary objectives 
of ECCs include:

• Empowering 
Communities

• Inspiring Voluntary 
Commitment

• Promoting 
Transparent 
Flexibility

• Fostering 
Collaboration

• Influencing Policy
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What are the ECCs? 
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WHAT: An operational tool that supports the 
emergence and growth of forms of energy 
citizenship at the community level.

WHY: To facilitate the creation of agreements 
among citizens and stakeholders for future 
actions related to energy (in its various 
forms).

WHO: A variety of community actors and 
institutions already engaged in energy-related 
issues, but especially those who are not yet 
active.

HOW: An open tool, a guiding framework, 
voluntary, non-binding but clarifying certain 
key shared assumptions and committments



Which stakeholders?
ECCs involve a wide range of
stakeholders including:

• Community Members

• Local Governments

• Businesses

• NGOs

• Institutions and Schools

• Utilities and Energy Providers
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ECCs for:
• Promoting Renewable Energy 

Adoption

• Energy Efficiency 
Improvements and Emission 
Reduction

• Community Engagement and 
Awareness

• Enhancing Collaboration

• Adaptive Governance, 
Transparency and 
Accountability
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Preliminary step: ECC 
typology selection

Selection of Parties 
Interested in Energy 
Citizenship Contract

Define a hierarchy of goals

Actions and Technical and 
Financial Instruments + 
Annexes

How did GRETA develop the ECCs? 
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How can GRETA‘s ECCs be used (example from
Pilastro-Roveri, Bologna) 
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Topics

PREMISES

The Framework: reference to the state of the art, existing 
agreements/commitments 
EU -> National -> Local -> GRETA project -> the case study

The Energy Citizenship Values Manifesto: the vision

THE CONTRACT

The promoters: First group of “Parties” to commit, support and 
promote the Manifesto

The aim: Co-creation of general criteria and objectives of the 
document

The signatories/target groups: Co-creation of stakeholders list 
to be engaged

The monitoring: Participated selection of KPIs to measure the 
achievements

The annexes: Definition of specific annex for each stakeholders’ 
type to set benefits and commitments

The Pilastro-Roveri Contract stands 
as a privileged repository to collect, 
harmonise and coordinate at district 
level new bottom-up proposals as well 
as the results obtained from previous 
programmes and projects related to 
the concepts of energy citizenship, 
energy justice and citizens' access to 
conscious and responsible energy 
consumption, making them available 
to citizens and facilitating their use 
for the local community.



How can GRETA‘s ECCs be used (example
from Pilastro-Roveri, Bologna) 
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Topics
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The Framework: reference to the state of the art, existing 
agreements/commitments 
EU -> National -> Local -> GRETA project -> the case study

The Energy Citizenship Values Manifesto: the vision

THE CONTRACT

The promoters: First group of “Parties” to commit, support and 
promote the Manifesto

The aim: Co-creation of general criteria and objectives of the 
document

The signatories/target groups: Co-creation of stakeholders list 
to be engaged

The monitoring: Participated selection of KPIs to measure the 
achievements

The annexes: Definition of specific annex for each stakeholders’ 
type to set benefits and commitments

First set of signatories/promoters: 
The coordinating entity is the 
Municipality of Bologna […], it will 
supervise, plan and facilitate the 
implementation of the individual 
activities with reference to the case 
study, supporting and enabling the 
stakeholders to become active 
participants in the same. 

The coordinating entity will be 
assisted by its supporting structures 
FIU and UNIBO.



How can GRETA‘s ECCs be used (example
from Pilastro-Roveri, Bologna) 
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Topics

PREMISES

The Framework: reference to the state of the art, existing 
agreements/commitments 
EU -> National -> Local -> GRETA project -> the case study

The Energy Citizenship Values Manifesto: the vision

THE CONTRACT

The promoters: First group of “Parties” to commit, support and 
promote the Manifesto

The aim: Co-creation of general criteria and objectives of the 
document

The signatories/target groups: Co-creation of stakeholders list 
to be engaged

The monitoring: Participated selection of KPIs to measure the 
achievements

The annexes: Definition of specific annex for each stakeholders’ 
type to set benefits and commitments

Objective and stakeholders definition 
with local community 
(Special focus on: social and energy 
justice)



How can GRETA‘s ECCs be used (example
from Pilastro-Roveri, Bologna) 
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In the case of Bologna 
participation in the Contract 
can allow members to 
include their proposals in 
the investment plan of the 
CCC, recognizing the 
commitment of participants 
to the optimal use of energy 
as a collective asset for the 
entire city. 
Additionally, some members 
may be involved in municipal 
working groups related to 
the CCC.

Energy Citizenship Contract



Where do people find more information
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GRETA D5.4 Guidelines on Energy Citizenship 
Contracts

GRETA D5.3 Roadmap for Community 
Transition Pathways – Guidelines 

https://projectgreta.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/GRETA_D5_4_Guidelines-on-Energy-Citizenship-Contracts_v1-submitted_with-appendices.pdf
https://projectgreta.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/GRETA_D5_3_Roadmap-for-Community-Transition-Pathways-Guidelines.pdf
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Thank you! 
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